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was ready to co-operate with the Scots; all parties in Ireland were joined together " to root out the English interest there and set up the Prince of Wales/' " If we do not endeavour to make good our interest there, and that timely, we shall not only have our interest rooted out there, but they will in a very short time be able to land forces in England, and put us to trouble here." All the national pride of an Englishman rose up at the thought of Scottish or Irish interference.
" I confess," he continued, " I have often had these thoughts with myself which perhaps may be carnal and foolish : I had rather be overrun by a Cavalierish interest than a Scotch interest, I 'had rather be overrun by a Scotch interest than an Irish interest, and I think that of all this is the most dangerous. ... If they shall be able to carry on their work they will make this the most miserable people in the earth, for all the world knows their barbarism. . . . The quarrel is brought to this state : that we can hardly return to that tyranny which formerly we were under the yoke of, but we must at the same time be subject to the kingdom of Scotland or the kingdom of Ireland for the bringing in of the king. It should awaken all Englishmen."
At bottom, as Cromwell truly said, the quarrel was a national quarrel, and the question was whether the growth of English freedom should be checked by Irishmen and Scotchmen, seeking, for their own ends, to replace the Stuarts on the throne they had lost. There was little real danger of this so long as the army remained united. " There is more cause of